











PREFACE

lantation crops are the mainstay of a variety of tropical intercrops, which can enhance the livelihood of

marginal and small farmers. [t also forms a major component of household farming, encompassing mini

and micro farming units. Coconut and arecanut, besides harbouring and supporting a number of
intercrops in the plantation, also sustain the associated satellite units and their ancillary activities. An integrated
cropping/ farming system followed by farming community as a whole and the interwoven lifestyles of millions of
households engaged in farming as well as in the crop based value chain, form an integral part of the coastal tracts
and adjoining peninsular India and other growing regions in the country.

1 feel extremely happy to bring out this Annual Report covering the wide spectrum of activities of the
Institute for the year 2017-18. At the research front, significant progress has been made in varietal improvement
and breeding for abiotic and biotic tolerance/resistance. Over seven lakh quality planting materials has been
supplied to the farmers, resulting not only in increased farm revenue, but also ensuring the future crop
productivity in the country. Assembly and annotation of genome sequence of Chowghat Green Dwarf has been
completed and constitutes a major landmark achievement to boost the genornics assisted breeding of coconut.
Overall emphasis of research programmes has been tailored to achieve higher production targets to realize
doubling farm level production by 2022, with a view to foster a self-reliant New India. Towards achieving this,
recommendations for removal and replanting of senile plantations, soil test based fertilizer and integrated
nutrient management and precision farming including irrigation water budgeting and use of GGIS tools, have been
given greater thrust. Two micronutrient formulations have been developed for coconut. Climatic adaptation
potential of the coconut has been characterized and the performance of green dwarfs and the hybrids from the
green dwarf combinations have been re-established, giving straight-forward indications for abiotic resistance
breeding efforts. Considering the need for mechanization of spraying operations in arecanut plantations, a
prototype of an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) assisted sprayer has been developed.
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The 'Dream Big-Kalpa', Institute-Industry interface
programme conducted every year on 31 January,
attracted large number of entrepreneurs. During the
year 2018, MoUs on ICAR-CPCRI technologies
were exchanged with entrepreneurs followed by
presentation of ICAR-CPCRI technologies and
exhibition of products and services as well as
publications (Fig. 117).
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Fig. 117. Exchange of MoA during Institute-Industry
interface programme 'Dream Big-Kalpa'on 31 Jan. 2018

Agri-Business Incubation Centre

Three incubatees registered under ICAR-CPCRI
agri-business incubation centre:  Padhoor Food
Product (for VCO); Shri. Haris (for Desiccated
Coconut (DC)); and Shri. Nijo Raju Mathew (for
activated charcoal). Required licenses and clearance
certificate from Pollution Control Board were

ICAR - CPCRI @

obtained for starting the commercial operation of the
activated carbon unit. An automatic washing system
was provided for maintaining better hygiene
conditions in the DC unit. A meeting with bank
officials was held in connection with credit
requirement to operate the DC unit.

Technical support on arecanut tissue culture was
provided to M/s SPIC, Coimbatore. A stakeholder
meet on arecanut tissue culture was organized on 9
November 2017. Forty delegates including officials
from M/s SPIC, representatives of arecanut growers
(CAMPCO, MAMCOS, TUMCOS), officials from
KVKs, scientists and progressive farmers
participated.

Support for technology scaling up of production of
'Kalparasa' was extended to three incubatees: M/s
Krishna Plantations Pvt. Ltd., Goa; M/s Palakkad
Coconut Producer Company and Shri Ram Mohan,
Tiruppur. In the case of technology know-how on
frozen coconut delicacy, M/s Hangyo Ice Cream Pvt.
Ltd. was provided assistance for large scale
production. Shri Sebastian K. Philip, Kalapurackal,
Kannur was provided off-campus incubation support
for production of Kalpa Gold.

An initiative of graduate engineering students,
'Agroraksha', a mobile application to meet all types of
farming inputs and linking them with marketing has
registered as incubatee for domain support.
Marketing support to the following incubatees is
provided: M/s Magicco, Kasaragod; M/s. Dinesh
Food, Kannur; M/s Pro-B, Bangalore; and M/s Pilot
Smith, Irinjalakkuda.

With an objective to provide technology updation and
business insight, three interface programmes with
representative of six Coconut Producer Companies
were conducted: at Coconut Development Board,
Kochi on 16 May, 2017; at ICAR-CPCRI Regional
Station, Kayamkulam on 10 November 2017; and at
Chakkittappara on 14 December 2017.

In order to create awareness among students and
youth on technology innovations and entreprencur
ship, two programmes were conducted at Kasaragod:
Interface on science, innovations and entrepreneur
ship (15 September 2017) and Start up Green 2018 (7
January 2018). Two technology awareness camps
were organized: At KVK, Gopichettipalayam (12-13
October 2017) and at Pathiyur (7 November 2017).
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Scientific Staff
Kasaragod
SL No. NAME

Dr. Chowdappa P.

Dr. Maheswarappa H.P.
Dr. Ravi Bhat

Dr. Hebbar K.B.

Dr. Vinayaka Hegde
Dr. (Mrs.). Anitha Karun
Dr.Thamban C.

Dr. Muralidharan K.
Dr. Murali Gopal

Dr. (Mrs.) Alka Gupta
Dr. (Mrs.) Niral V.

Dr. Subramanian P.
Dr. Mathew A.C.

Dr. Samsudeen K.

Dr. Rajesh M.K.

Dr. Bhanuprakash

Dr. Chandran K.P.

Dr. Manikantan M.R.
Dr. Devakumar K.
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20. Sri Jayasekhar S.

21. Dr. Jaganathan D.

22. Dr. Selvamani V.

23. Sri Arivalagan M.

24, Dr. (Mrs.) Prathibha P.S.
25. Dr. Rajkumar

26. Dr. (Mrs.)Prathibha V.H.
217. Smt. Surekha

28. Dr. Sujithra M.

29. Dr. (Mrs.) Neenu S.

30. Dr. (Mrs.) Neema M.
3. Smt. Sumitha S.

32. Sri Krishna Prakash
33, Smt. Aparna Veluru

34, Dr. Shameena Beegum
35. Smt. G. Panjavarnam
36. 'Dr. Paulraj S.

37. Smt. Jilu V. Sajan

38. Sri Pandiselvam R.

PERSONNEL

DESIGNATION

Director

Project Coordinator (Palms)

HD (Crop Production)

Acting HD (PB & PHT)

HD (Crop Protection)

HD (Crop Improvement)

Acting HD (Social Sciences) up to 31.12.2017
Acting HD (Social Sciences)w.e.f. 1.1.2018
Principal Scientist (Agril. Microbiology)
Principal Scientist (Agril. Microbiology)
Principal Scientist (Genetics)

Principal Scientist (Agronomy)

Principal Scientist (Soil&Water Conservation Engg.)
Principal Scientist (Economic Botany)
Principal Scientist (Agril. Biotechnology)
Principal Scientist (Plant Physiology) w.e.f. 10.7.2017
Senior Scientist (Agril. Statistics)

Senior Scientist (Agril Process Engg.)

Senior Scientist (Agril. Biotechnology) up to 20.6.2017
Scientist Sr. Scale (Agril. Economics)
Scientist (Agril. Extension) up to 31.5.2017
Scientist (Soil Science)

Scientist (Biochemistry)

Scientist (Agril. Entomology)

Scientist (Nematology)

Scientist (Plant Pathology)

Scientist (Agronomy)

Scientist (Agril. Entomology)

Scientist (Soil Science)

Scientist (SPM&AP)

Scientist (SPM&AP)

Scientist (SPM&AP) (on Study Leave)
Scientist (SPM&AP)

Scientist (SPM&AP)

Scientist (Fruit Science) (on Study Leave)
Scientist (Microbiology)

Scientist (Agril. Entomology)

Scientist (Agril. Process Engg.)
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